
Grade Three Trimester curricula 
 

Dear Parents,  
 
You may help support the curriculum that your child is learning in several ways.  Please take a moment to read 
the curricula concepts your child is learning as well as how you may support these concepts at home.  Your 
cooperation in your child’s education is greatly appreciated.     

 

Subject Trimester 1 Concepts  How Parents may support these 
concepts    

Trimester 2 Concepts  How Parents may support these 
concepts    

Reading *Sequence of events 
*Author’s purpose 
*Draw conclusions 
*Character and setting 
*Reading with fluency 
*Reading with expression 
*Main idea and details 
*Draw conclusions 
 
 
 
 
*Find a good reading spot 
at home. 
*Find “just right” books. 
 
 
* Read books like they are 
“gold” 

• visit your local library 

• read together at night 

• ask your child questions about 
the sequence of events, 
characters’ actions and 
feelings, story setting 

• www.studyisland.com 

• www.internet4classrooms.com 

• www.raz-kids.com 
   
 
 
* Help your child find a quiet 
reading spot at home. 
*Help your child find books on 
his/her level. Discuss how he/she 
can tell if the book is appropriate. 
*Encourage your child to have a 
good attitude while reading, and 
treat books like they are valuable. 

*Solve mysteries using clues 
from the text 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Identify motives, suspects 
and opportunities 
 
 
*Use reading strategies to 
determine meaning of text 
 
 
*Sequence important events 
 
 
*Discover patterns in 
mysteries 
* 
 

*Help your child locate mystery 
books from series such as A-Z 
Mysteries, Cam Jansen, Jigsaw 
Jones, The Boxcar Children and The 
Whodunit Detective Agency 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Play fun family board games such 
as; Clue and The Secret Door. 
 
 
*Create a scavenger hunt with 
clever clues for your child to read 
and follow 

 
*Have your child create a map to go 

with a favorite mystery book as 
they uncover the mystery. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.studyisland.com/
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/
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*Preview nonfiction 
selections 
*Identify main idea and 
details 
 
*Analyze how your 
perspective is different from 
the author’s perspective. 
 
*Summarize narrative 
nonfiction 
 
 
* Make Predictions 
 
* Compare 2 non-fiction 
pieces 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*”Spark meaningful conversations” 
with your child about their 
nonfiction books by asking engaging 
questions. 
 
 
 
*Visit www.Timeforkids.com to 
read current event articles with 
your children. 
 
 

* Compare stories 
 
 
*Make a list of nonfiction topics 
your child is interested in, then visit 
the library to find books on these 
topics. 
 

* Read to siblings or your 
dog! 
* Have child create questions 
about the book he is reading. 

http://www.timeforkids.com/
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*Read with fluency and 
expression. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Use context clues for 
meaning. 
 
•  

* Highlight context clues in 
magazine. 
* Visit website: 
www.Booksource.com 
 
*Visit 
kids.nationalgeographic.com 
to research amazing science 
and social studies topics of 
interest. 
 

Writing • writing complete 
sentences 

• statements and 
questions 

• commands and 
exclamations 

• compound 
sentences 

• paragraph 
opening and 
closings 

• vivid word choice 

• sentence 
structure 

• narrative 

• www.studyisland.com 

• www.edutyping.com 

• www.sheppardsoftware.c
om 

• www.spellingcity.com 

• keep a journal at home 
 

* Past, Present, Future 
Tenses 
* Multi-meaning words 
* Antonyms 
* Synonyms 
* Possessive Nouns 
* Base words & endings 
* Compound words 
* Irregular verbs 
* Prepositions 
 
* Narrative retelling 

* Write current event articles 
* Write “how to” directions 
* Keep a diary 
* Write thank you notes 
* Make a pamphlet about 
place you visited. 
* Write ‘Wanted Ad’  
* Write a poem 
* Write a persuasive letter to 
your parents. 
* Write a different ending to 
a story. 

http://www.booksource.com/
http://www.studyisland.com/
http://www.edutyping.com/
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/
http://www.spellingcity.com/
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paragraphs 

• persuasive 
paragraph 

• informativwriting 

* Opinion writing 
* Expository writing 
* Figurative language: 
Idioms, similes, metaphors 

•  

* Write a friendly letter to 
your cousin or friend who 
moved away. 
 

Mathe
matics 

* Addition & Subtraction 
within 1,000 
 
*Place Value 
 
* Understands 
 Multiplication 
 
* Multiplication Facts & 
Strategies 
 
*Problem Solving 
 

* Study addition, subtraction,  & 
multiplication facts with flash cards 
or on the following websites: 
 www.oswego.org/ocsd-
web/games/mathmagician/cathym
ath.html 
 
www.mrnussbaum.com  
 
 
www.mathblaster.com 
 
www.mathplayground.com 
 
www.jmathpage.com 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

*Understand Division 
 
* Division Skills and 
Strategies 
 
 
*Understand Fractions 
 
 
*Compare Fractions 

Practice division concepts on 
the following websites: 
 
http://www.fun4thebrain.co
m/Division/snowyfriend.html 
 
http://www.mathplayground
.com/index_multiplication_di
vision.html 
 
http://www.hoodamath.com
/games/division.html 
 
http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/s
taff/boldtkatherine/mathres
ources3-
6/math_fractions.htm 
 
http://www.primarygames.c
om/fractions/start.htm 
 
http://www.aaamath.com/g3

http://www.oswego.org/ocsd-web/games/mathmagician/cathymath.html
http://www.oswego.org/ocsd-web/games/mathmagician/cathymath.html
http://www.oswego.org/ocsd-web/games/mathmagician/cathymath.html
http://www.mrnussbaum.com/
http://www.mathblaster.com/
http://www.mathplayground.com/
http://www.jmathpage.com/
http://www.fun4thebrain.com/Division/snowyfriend.html
http://www.fun4thebrain.com/Division/snowyfriend.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/index_multiplication_division.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/index_multiplication_division.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/index_multiplication_division.html
http://www.hoodamath.com/games/division.html
http://www.hoodamath.com/games/division.html
http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/staff/boldtkatherine/mathresources3-6/math_fractions.htm
http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/staff/boldtkatherine/mathresources3-6/math_fractions.htm
http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/staff/boldtkatherine/mathresources3-6/math_fractions.htm
http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/staff/boldtkatherine/mathresources3-6/math_fractions.htm
http://www.primarygames.com/fractions/start.htm
http://www.primarygames.com/fractions/start.htm
http://www.aaamath.com/g36a_cx1.htm#pgtp
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6a_cx1.htm#pgtp 
 

Science Scientific Method 
 

 

*investigating 
questions 
*using models 
 
*using scientific tools 
*measuring length 
*use data 

 
The Engineering Process 
*steps to the design 
process 
*create a design using the 
design process 
*improve an old design 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*Have your child ask 
questions about the world 
around them 
*Make models of different 
paper airplanes at home 
*Explore tools at home such 
as magnifying glasses, 
measuring tape, microscopes 
and scales 
*Keep a data chart on growth 
of a plant or families’ height 
or the number of minutes the 
children read each day. 
*design another bridge based 
on what you learned in class. 
*discuss with your child how 
technology has changed over 
time using the design 
process. 
www.eduplace.com 
www.nationalgeographicforkids.co
m 
www.timeforkids.com 
 

Unit 3 Motion 
 

* What is motion? 
* What are some patterns in 
motion? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 4 Life Cycles and 
Inherited Traits 
 
*What are some plant life 
cycles? 
*What are some animal life 
cycles? 
What are some inherited 
plant and animal traits? 
 
 
 

Make a flipbook to show how 
objects change position. 
 
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-
Flipbook 
 
https://www.learninggamesforkids.
com/motion-games/motion-
matchit.html 
 
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/stu
dyjams/jams/science/forces-and-
motion/force-and-motion.htm 
 
http://www.kidsbutterfly.org/life-
cycle 
 
http://www.thebutterflysite.com/ 
 
Go on a “butterfly hunt together”.  
 
Plan & plant a “mini-garden” 
outdoors, or a window garden 
indoors. 
 
 *grow a plant and discuss the life 
cycle 
 
Discuss traits that members of your 
family share. Example: You have 
blue eyes like grandma. 

http://www.aaamath.com/g36a_cx1.htm#pgtp
http://www.eduplace.com/
http://www.nationalgeographicforkids.com/
http://www.nationalgeographicforkids.com/
http://www.timeforkids.com/
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Flipbook
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Flipbook
https://www.learninggamesforkids.com/motion-games/motion-matchit.html
https://www.learninggamesforkids.com/motion-games/motion-matchit.html
https://www.learninggamesforkids.com/motion-games/motion-matchit.html
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/forces-and-motion/force-and-motion.htm
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/forces-and-motion/force-and-motion.htm
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/forces-and-motion/force-and-motion.htm
http://www.kidsbutterfly.org/life-cycle
http://www.kidsbutterfly.org/life-cycle
http://www.thebutterflysite.com/
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Forces: 
 
What are forces? 
 
Types of forces 
 
 
How forces act from a 
distance 

 
 
 
 

• Scavenger hunt: find 
forces in your home 
environment 

 
Websites to explore: 
 
https://www.scholastic.com/teache
rs/activities/teaching-
content/force-and-motion-6-
studyjams-interactive-science-
activities/ 
 
 
 
http://www.learninggamesforkids.c
om/motion-games/motion-
matchit.html 
 

Unit 5: Organisms and Their 
Environments 
 
* How does the environment 
affect traits? 
* What are adaptations? 
* How can organisms 
succeed in their 
environments? 
* What happens when 
environments change? 

 
https://www.ixl.com/science/grade
-3/match-offspring-to-parents-
using-inherited-traits 
 
* Visit a plant nursery. Ask 
questions about how different 
plants adapt to different conditions. 
 
* Research a region of the world 
that has experienced a drastic 
environmental change. (flood, 
hurricane, volcanic eruption) Find 
out how cultures in that region have 
changed because of that 
environmental change. 
 
* Create an animal matching game. 
Write names of different animals on 
a set of index cards. On another set, 
write the adaptations. Share game 
with a friend or sibling. 
 

Social 
Studies 

Geography 
 
Landforms 

 
Weather / Climate 
 
Native Americans 
Navajo 

 

*http://www.kidsgeo.com/ge
ology-for-kids/0031-what-
are-landforms.php 

 
*http://teacher.scholastic.co
m/activities/globaltrek/ 

 

Newcomers Settle: 
 
Settlers in St. Louis 
 
Moving West 
 
Coming to America 
 

 
* Find out more about the 
Gold Rush period in U.S. 
history by checking out books 
from the local library or 
researching online. 
 
 

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activities/teaching-content/force-and-motion-6-studyjams-interactive-science-activities/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activities/teaching-content/force-and-motion-6-studyjams-interactive-science-activities/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activities/teaching-content/force-and-motion-6-studyjams-interactive-science-activities/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activities/teaching-content/force-and-motion-6-studyjams-interactive-science-activities/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activities/teaching-content/force-and-motion-6-studyjams-interactive-science-activities/
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/motion-games/motion-matchit.html
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/motion-games/motion-matchit.html
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/motion-games/motion-matchit.html
https://www.ixl.com/science/grade-3/match-offspring-to-parents-using-inherited-traits
https://www.ixl.com/science/grade-3/match-offspring-to-parents-using-inherited-traits
https://www.ixl.com/science/grade-3/match-offspring-to-parents-using-inherited-traits
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Yurok 
  
Cherokee 
  
Haudenosaunee 
 
*Pilgrims 
 
*Immigration 
   
 
*Explorers 
 

*http://www.50states.com/ 
 

*http://www.sciencekids.co.
nz/geography.html 

 
*http://kids.nationalgeograp
hic.com/ 
 
-Make a landform clay 
project at home.  
 
http://www.kidport.com/refli
b/usahistory/NativeAmerican
s/Navajo.htm 
 
 
http://www.bigorrin.org/yur
ok_kids.htm 
 
 
http://www.bigorrin.org/che
rokee_kids.htm 
 
 
http://www.bigorrin.org/iroq
uois_kids.htm 
 

 
Our Government: 
 
Local Government 
 
State Government 
 
National Government 

 
http://www.uen.org/3-
6interactives/social_studies.s
html 
 
http://users.manchester.edu
/Student/cmsautter/ProfWeb
/Entire%20Unit%20Plan.pdf 
 
 
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-
5/ 
Write a letter to the mayor 
about an idea or concern you 
have in our community. Use 
your opinion writing skills. 
 
http://kids.usa.gov/history/c
onstitution/index.shtml 
 
 
Visit New Jersey’s state 
capital or our nation’s capital. 
Talk about the importance of 
each branch of government. 

http://www.kidport.com/reflib/usahistory/NativeAmericans/Navajo.htm
http://www.kidport.com/reflib/usahistory/NativeAmericans/Navajo.htm
http://www.kidport.com/reflib/usahistory/NativeAmericans/Navajo.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/yurok_kids.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/yurok_kids.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/cherokee_kids.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/cherokee_kids.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/iroquois_kids.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/iroquois_kids.htm
http://www.uen.org/3-6interactives/social_studies.shtml
http://www.uen.org/3-6interactives/social_studies.shtml
http://www.uen.org/3-6interactives/social_studies.shtml
http://users.manchester.edu/Student/cmsautter/ProfWeb/Entire%20Unit%20Plan.pdf
http://users.manchester.edu/Student/cmsautter/ProfWeb/Entire%20Unit%20Plan.pdf
http://users.manchester.edu/Student/cmsautter/ProfWeb/Entire%20Unit%20Plan.pdf
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/
http://kids.usa.gov/history/constitution/index.shtml
http://kids.usa.gov/history/constitution/index.shtml
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-Visit the Museum of Natural 
History 
 
 
http://www.plimoth.org/lear
n/just-kids 
 
- Take a trip to Ellis Island 
 
 
http://allaboutexplorers.com
/ 
 
 
 
 
 

Health 
 
 
 
 

 
* Good Character  
 
*Self-Concept 
 
*Making responsible 
decisions 
 
*Healthy Relationships 
 
* Friendships 
 
*Nutrition: Balanced Meals 

 
 
* Read stories with your child 
involving friendships. Ask your child 
questions about the characters, 
their feelings, and the choices they 
make. 
 
* Read food labels with your child. 
Discuss healthy ingredients. 
 
* Create meals together. Talk about 
healthy balanced choices. 

Health 
 
* my plate 
 
*  food groups 
 
Drugs/Alcohol 
 
*prescription drugs 
 
* illegal drugs 
 
* tobacco 

 
 
*Go to the food store to choose 
snacks from a variety of food groups 
 
* Create meals together. Talk about 
healthy balanced choices using a 
variety of food groups. 
 
For more resources go to: 
www.choosemyplate.gov     
 
 

http://www.plimoth.org/learn/just-kids
http://www.plimoth.org/learn/just-kids
http://allaboutexplorers.com/
http://allaboutexplorers.com/
http://www.choosemyplate.gov/
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*Reading Food Labels 
 
* Making healthy food 
choices 

 
 
 

 
* alcohol 

*Discuss the importance of making 
healthy and safe choices with your 
child. 
 
*Discuss guidelines for taking 
medicine safely with your child. 


